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that connect with ongoing coursework; You can use EHN as one source for finding research support; We 
will begin sessions by considering the news and how it connects to our coursework.  

 
Problem Sets: These will be posted each Tuesday night after class and are due by the following Sunday at 
10pm each week. They will reflect the week’s readings and lectures and give you an opportunity to work 
through important concepts. These are largely multiple choice and meant to serve as a reading guide 
alongside the textbook.    

 

 
Course Requirements 

Assignment Contents  Grade Points Week Assigned Week Due 
Participation  Class preparation, 

engagement in class; 
asking questions; 
active listening; 
attendance 

10% -- -- 

Textbook 
Homework/Problem 
Sets 

Problem Sets and 
Short Answer/Essay 
Prompts assigned on 
either Tuesday or 
Thursday  

15% As Assigned. Weekly 
or every other week 
as noted on moodle. 
These will start 
Week 2 

Due each Sunday 
night 11:59pm via 
moodle.  

Outside Events  “Attend” and write 
up two current 
events, talks on 
events, meetings, 
seminars, public 
comment, etc.  
There are many ongoing 
public events, speakers, 
and meetings. Sign up and 
attend two during the 
semester and post your 
analysis 

10% Rolling To be completed by 
week 12 of the 
semester 

Midterm Session topics 
through week 5 

20%  Week 6 March 3rd   

Group/Class 
Research Project **  

Handout will be 
given for internal due 
dates for the full 
semester 

25% (including 
group presentation)  

Ongoing and broken 
into parts with a final 
presentation. 



Thursday, 
February 3 

Case Studies in Toxicology: Readings posted on moodle 
 
News Story on Environmental Toxicology –Find a toxicology relevant news story on Environmental 
Health News. Come to class prepared to discuss your article.  
 
Miller, Gary; Tox Box Bisphenol A, PAH’s, and Phthalates; pp. 126-127; 134-136, and 140-141. 
 
Cone, Marla; “Dozens of Words for Snow, None for Pollution”; Mother Jones; Dozens of Words for 
Snow, None for Pollution – Mother Jones  
 
Overview of Group Projects: Topic, Group Assignments; Expectations, Overview; Due Dates 

https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2005/01/dozens-words-snow-none-pollution-2/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2005/01/dozens-words-snow-none-pollution-2/
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2007.110486


https://www.ejnet.org/rachel/rehw470.htm
https://www.ejnet.org/rachel/rehw470.htm
http://www.healthandenvironment.org/articles/doc/540
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24260590/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/18/climate/pesticides-epa-chlorpyrifos.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/industrial-farming-techniques-can-breed-superbugs
http://michaelpollan.com/articles-archive/our-decrepit-food-factories/


https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-wallinga-md/nyt-superbug-series-underscores-meat-industry-needs-act
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-wallinga-md/nyt-superbug-series-underscores-meat-industry-needs-act
http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/article/88
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/21/when-measles-spreads-from-disneyland-its-a-small-world-after-all/?smid=fb-share&_r=1
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/21/when-measles-spreads-from-disneyland-its-a-small-world-after-all/?smid=fb-share&_r=1
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/geh/geh_newsletter/2020/6/articles/the_covid19_pandemic_from_a_global_environmental_health_perspective.cfm
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/programs/geh/geh_newsletter/2020/6/articles/the_covid19_pandemic_from_a_global_environmental_health_perspective.cfm
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2022/01/plastic-history-climate-change/621033/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2022/01/plastic-history-climate-change/621033/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5703f76762cd94e407457a23/t/61d3248489fcdd6729c2e5e9/1641227405480/Altman+bibliography+2022+No+One+Asked+for+Plastic+The+Atlantic.pdf
https://journals-sagepub-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/doi/10.1177/0306312718799960
https://journals-sagepub-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/doi/10.1177/0306312718799960
https://www.bwwla.org/beauty-professionals-behind-the-chair/
https://www.cahealthynailsalons.org/
http://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(17)30862-1/fulltext


 

Cosmetic Safety for Salon Workers Legislation; BCPP 

“Amazon Sells Skin-Lightening Creams That Contain Dangerous Mercury Levels”; January 19, 2019; 
http://www.prop65news.com/amazon-sells-skin-lightening-creams-that-contain-dangerous-mercury-levels/   

Fight Against Colorism Takes On Amazon: Beauty ‘Cannot Be One Skin Color’ - The New York 
Times (nytimes.com); December 5, 2019 

 
Week 9 Heavy Metals and Air Pollution  

Tuesday, 
March 
29th  

https://www.bcpp.org/resource/cosmetic-safety-for-communities-of-color-and-professional-salon-workers-act-of-2021/
http://www.prop65news.com/amazon-sells-skin-lightening-creams-that-contain-dangerous-mercury-levels/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/us/colorism-amazon-skin-lightning-bleaching.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/us/colorism-amazon-skin-lightning-bleaching.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/17/opinion/kristof-this-is-your-brain-on-toxins.html
https://aqli.epic.uchicago.edu/reports/
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1818859116
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Campbell-Lendrum%20D%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30728622
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Pr%26%23x000fc%3Bss-Ust%26%23x000fc%3Bn%20A%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=30728622
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6357572/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6357572/


Thursday, 
April 7th  

Climate Impacts   
IPCC Report; Chapter 8; Human Health; https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/wg2/ar4-wg2-
chapter8.pdf  

 
Hendrixson, Anne and Sasser J; Don’t Blame Babies (or Their Mothers) for Climate Change; 
Ms. Magazine; 5/28/2021 
 
Cha, Mijin; “From the Dirty Past to the Clean Future: Addressing historic energy injustices with 

https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/wg2/ar4-wg2-chapter8.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/wg2/ar4-wg2-chapter8.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/06/25/623126968/pediatrician-who-exposed-flint-water-crisis-shares-her-story-of-resistance
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/06/25/623126968/pediatrician-who-exposed-flint-water-crisis-shares-her-story-of-resistance
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2012.301065
http://www.latimes.com/world/global-development/la-fg-global-trash-20160422-20160421-snap-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/world/global-development/la-fg-global-trash-20160422-20160421-snap-htmlstory.html
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/EHP8888
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/full/10.1289/EHP8888
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.94.4.541
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23251042.2017.1381898?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23251042.2017.1381898?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23251042.2017.1381898?scroll=top&needAccess=true


Understanding Environmental Health: How We Live in the Word; Third Edition by Deborah Alma 
Falta.  The textbook is available for purchase at the Oxy bookstore, but you can also find it used at 
online booksellers.   
 
 
 
  



COLLEGE POLICIES 

¶ Credit Hour Policy.  
UEP 201 is a 4-unit course with a 0-unit lab associated with the course. It is expected that students in 
this class will be devoting at least twelve (12) hours a week (including in-class time and in-lab time) 
on average. 

 
 

¶ Course grade assignment  
 

A A- B+ B B- 

92.5 

/academics/2020-2021-academic-calendar
http://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics


¶ Academic Integrity (Link to Student Handbook on Academic Misconduct) [faculty cannot replace 
or override the college policy] 
 

¶ Title IX statement, (Link to Title IX) 
o 

/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct
/sexual-respect-title-ix
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
mailto:afulcher@oxy.edu
/offices-services/disability-services
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/student-life/resources-support/orsl/academic-accommodations
/office-religious-spiritual-life
/office-religious-spiritual-life
http://wcaleb.rice.edu/syllabusmaker/generic/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DhCuOk_mRPClg5Bj1Zi9hlgGlMvQd2H16DISEgPBQwk/edit
/academics/2020-2021-academic-calendar


Links to Student Academic Support Resources  
o The College has a wide range of Student Academic Support Resources. 
o If you'd like to take advantage of the College's Academic Coaching resource, which offers 

one-on-one sessions focused on supporting your time management skills, online learning 
strategies, and other study skills, you may schedule an academic coaching meeting by sending 
an email to academiccoaching@oxy.edu. Share what you'd like to work on, and an academic 
coach will schedule an appointment with you within a few days. 

o The Center for Digital Liberal Arts (CDLA) offers library research consultations and 
discipline-specific peer tutoring for coursework and language learning. We also offer peer-to-
peer 

/academics/academic-support
mailto:academiccoaching@oxy.edu
/academics/library/research-help
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/academic-support/language-study-placement
/academics/library/cdla/critical-making
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/academics/academic-support/academic-mastery-program
/academics/academic-support/ssap
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
http://www.gabrielinotribe.org/
https://usdac.us/nativeland
/student-life/clubs-organizations/asoc/honor-board


mailto:carguedas@oxy.edu
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/lived-name-pronoun-policy#:~:text=Occidental%20College%20seeks%20to%20provide,legal%20name%20is%20not%20required.
https://occidental.zoom.us/profile
https://myhealth.oxy.edu/
mailto:deanofstudents@oxy.edu


not permitted. All content contained in the records shall be subject to the College’s Policy 
on Intellectual Property. 

 
  

 


