
 

 1 

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 
UEP 302:  HOUSING & COMMUNITIES 

SPRING 3023 
 

Instructor: Jan Breidenbach, PhD 
Time and Classroom: Tuesdays, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
                               Seminar Room, UEP department office (to right from entrance)    
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 12:30 until class, and by appointment 
                  I do not have a regular on-campus office.  I will be at the UEP building during office hours 
Contact: jbreidenbach@oxy.edu

-family, detached house came to be, how and why suburbia has been the 
dominant form of family housing, the relationship of tenants and owners, and more.   We will work to 
understand the challenges of renters in the US, the present crisis of homelessness; particularly with attention 
to what is happening in Los Angeles as our housing policies may change over the next year….. and more.  
Additionally we will discuss how not only does “housing matter”, but how “neighborhoods matter.   
 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS  
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or article is published that is more pertinent to our topic so the syllabus may change slightly.  The readings that 
are posted for the week are the readings you are responsible for.  In addition, other material may be posted, 
such as power points, video links, etc. so make sure you pay attention to Moodle.   
 
I take time with the reading material and I expect students to read it.  This is why responses to the weekly reading 
questions is about one-third of your grade.   
 
With each class session’s readings are specific questions for you to answer. These are questions that I  
consider important to understand what the readings/videos/etc are trying to make the reader/viewer understand. 
 
Post your answers to these questions to Moodle no later than 12:00 NOON PM BEFORE EACH WEEK’S CLASS.  
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Week 11:  Tuesday, 4/4  Housing Matters, Neighborhoods Matter.  The Environment & Climate  
 
Taylor, Alan (2014).  The Urban Oil Fields of Los Angeles (24 photos).  The Atlantic. 
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